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ried James Robinson in 1761. (Quarterly, XX., 195.) William 
Fox's will was proved in 1798, and names wife Patsy, sons Rob- 
ert and William, son Uriah Urwin Turner, daughter Winifred 
Robinson, daughter Rebecca Peebles. The will of John Fox bears 
date, in 1795, and names wife Selah, daughter Sally and Mar- 
garet B. Fox, and sons Isaac, Benjamin and John. He made his 
wife and friend James Robinson executors. 

Joseph Fox was one of the County Committee of Safety in 
Westmoreland county in 1775. He had sixteen slaves in 1782. 
(Virginia Magazine, X., 230.) 

This family of Fox must not be confounded with the family 
of Rev. John Fox, of Gloucester county, or of David Fox, of Lan- 
caster county, both of which were also prominent. 

John Kendrick, mentioned in the wills of Richard and Wil- 
liam Fox, was born 1734, and was the son of William Kendrick 
(born 1704), of King William county, and his wife, Sarah Jones. 
He died in 1777, and she died in Edgecombe county, N. C, 1795. 
William Kendrick was doubtless son of John Kendrick, of Glou- 
cester county, who had a daughter, Mary Kendrick, born i7°9- 
(Abingdon Parish Register.) 



TALIAFERRO FAMILY. 

(Continued from Page 214.) 

The correspondence of Mr. Wythe and Mr. Jefferson, pub- 
lished in the last issue of this magazine, accepts the Italian origin 
of this family, and Mr. Wythe supposes the Italian emigrant to 
be Lawrence Taliaferro, who came to Scotland about 1500. But 
there is ground for even an earlier origin. Talifer or Telefer was 
the name of a Norman Knight, who came over with William 
the Conqueror in 1060. 

Be that as it may, Robert Taliaferro was the first of the fam- 
ily in Virginia. He was a man of consequence, for he had large 
grants of land in Gloucester county and on the Rappahannock 
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River, including one of 6,300 acres patented jointly with Colonel 
Lawrence Smith. He married Sarah, daughter of Rev. Charles 
Grymes, and aunt of Hon. John Grimes, receiver general of Vir- 
ginia. He died about 1682. (Authorities: In 1672-3, Robert 
Taliaferro, Jr., "son of Robert Taliaferro," had a grant of land 
on the Rappahannock River adjoining the land of Henry Corbin 
and Mr. Grimes, which was due him, the said "Robert Taliaferro, 
Jr." ; as "the grandson of Mr. Grimes." In 1688 John and Francis 
Taliaferro gave bond for Mrs. Sarah Taliaferro, widow of Rob- 
ert Taliaferro, deceased. Francis Taliaferro, of Gloucester, made 
a deed to his brother John, son of Robert Taliaferro, deceased, 
of Rappahannock county, September 28, 1682. On the same day 
Francis Taliaferro made a deed to brothers Richard and John. 
In 1686 Charles and Catherine chose Brother Robert as guardian. 
In 1687 a deed shows that John Battaile married Catherine, 
daughter of Robert Taliaferro, deceased. Richard and Charles 
Taliaferro were under age in 1682.) 

Robert 1 Taliaferro and Sarah Grymes had issue : I. Rob- 
ert, 2 II. Francis, 2 III. John 2 IV. Richard 2 V. Catherine, 2 mar- 
ried first, in 1687, Capt. John Battaile, who married soon after 
2dly Elizabeth Smith, daughter of Major Lawrence Smith. VI. 
Charles. 2 

A. Descendants of Robert 2 Taliaferro, son of Robert* Taliaferro, 
the emigrant. 
1 Robert 2 Taliaferro (Robert 1 ) gave bond June 1, 1687, for 
the estate of Robert Taliaferro, deceased. He married Sarah 
Catlett, daughter of Col. John Catlett and Elizabeth Underwood.* 
A deed in Essex county, 1687, shows that Robert Taliaferro and 
Francis Taliaferro and their wives, Sarah and Elizabeth, sold 300 
acres, part of the land bequeathed to said Sarah and Elizabeth 
by John Catlett, their father. He had issue 2 Robert. In 1711-12 



* Elizabeth Underwood was one of the step-daughters of Captain John 
Upton of Isle of Wight County. She married 1st Captain Francis Slaughter 
of Rappahannock County; 2d. Col. John Catlett and 3d. Rev. Amory 
Butler. See Quarterly X., 275. 
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Robert Taliaferro, calling himself "only son and heir apparent of 
Robert Taliaferro, deceased," made a bond to Augustine Smith. 

2 Robert 3 Taliaferro {Robert, 2 Robert 1 ) married Margaret 
(Buckner ?). August 7, 171 1, Margaret Taliaferro appoints R. 
Buckner, attorney to relinquish dower in 100 acres sold by her 
husband, Robert Taliaferro. Issue: 3 Robert, 4 Ann, 5 Eliza- 
beth. In January, 1724, Robert Taliaferro, the elder, gave his 
two daughters, Ann and Elizabeth, a negro apiece. 

B. Descendants of II. Francis 2 Taliaferro, son of Robert 1 Talia- 
ferro, the emigrant. 

1 Francis 2 Taliaferro (Robert 1 ) was living in Gloucester 
county in 1682; justice of Essex 1690-1700; married Elizabeth 
Catlett, daughter of Col. John Catlett. He died in 1710. In 1701, 
Francis and Elizabeth Taliaferro sold 416 acres in Essex county, 
half of a tract granted to Col. John Catlett, 10 Sept., 1660, and by 
his will given to his two daughters, Elizabeth and Sarah. "The 
said land was surveyed and perfected for Mr. Francis Taliaferro 
as marrying Elizabeth, daughter of Col. John Catlett, 4 May, 
1691, per Will Moseley surveyor." In 1710 Elizabeth, as admx. 
of Francis Taliaferro, presented an inventory of estate. March 
20, 1716, John Taliaferro of "The Mount," and Thomas Catlett 
go on Elizabeth Taliaferro's bond as admx. Issue: 2 Francis, 
mentioned in the will of his uncle, William Catlett, dated 1697, 
proved 1699. Nothing further is known of him. 3 John Talia- 
ferro of "The Mount," August 17, 1725, in a lease and release 
of land to Robert Taliaferro, of Stafford, his brother, he says the 
land was taken up by his father, Francis Taliaferro, in co-partner- 
ship with Henry Brice. 4 Robert, 5 John, 6 William, 7 Richard, 
8 Elizabeth, married Thomas Stribling, and had Francis, William 
and Taliaferro Stribling. 

3 John 3 Taliaferro, of "The Mount" (Francis 2 Robert 1 ), 
married Agatha , and had issue : 9 Francis, 10 John. 

4 Robert 3 Taliaferro, "of Stafford county" (Francis, 2 Rob- 
ert 1 .) Will recorded in Essex, December 3, 1725. He names his 
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brothers and sister Eliza, wife of Thomas Stribling and their 
children, and sister Agatha Taliaferro. He had no children. 

6 Capt. William 3 Taliaferro (Francis, 2 Robert 1 ), justice 
of Essex, married Anne Walker, born January 17, 1707-8, and 
had issue: 11 Walker, 12 Christopher, 13 Lucy, married I. Col. 
Charles Carter, of Cleves; II. William Jones. 

11 Walker 4 Taliaferro (William, 3 Francis, 2 Robert 1 ), mem- 
ber of House of Burgesses from Caroline county, 1765, 1766- 
1768, 1769-1777, 1772, 1773, member of the County Committee 
1774-6, had 14 William, who married Elizabeth Hartwell. (Spot- 
sylvania County Records.) 

7 Col. Richard 8 Taliaferro (Francis 2 Robert 1 ). Virginia 
Gazette, July 3, 1779: "died Richard Taliaferro, Esq., in the 74th 
year of his age with the gout in the head." He lived in James 
City County; married Elizabeth Eggleston, and his will, dated 
February 3, 1775, was proved August 9, 1779. It names issue: 
15 Richard, who was a scholar at the College in 1754, and after- 
wards married Rebecca Cocke, daughter of Richard Cocke, of 
Surry county. 

&5 Richard 4 Taliaferro (Richard, 3 Francis, 2 Robert 1 ) and 
Rebecca Cocke had issue: 17 Richard, died without issue, before 
1787; 18 Elizabeth, married Daniel Call, the celebrated lawyer; 
19 Anne, married Carter Nicholas ; 20 Rebecca, married William 
Browne, died before 1792, issueless; 21 Sarah, married William 
Wilkinson, of James City county; 22 Lucy; 23 Benjamin; 24 
Robert, born November 1, 1783. See William and Mary College 
Quarterly, XII., 124-126. 

C. Descendants of John 2 Taliaferro, son of Robert 1 Taliaferro, 
the emigrant. 

1 John 2 Taliaferro (Robert 1 ) was lieutenant of Rangers 
against the Indians, justice of Essex county, sheriff, and, in 1699, 
member of the House of Burgesses. He married Sarah, daugh- 
ter of Major Lawrence Smith, of Gloucester county (see deed 
of Francis Taliaferro to brother John, who is about to marry 
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Sarah Smith, 1682), and his will, dated June 1, 1715, was proved 
in Essex county, June 21, 1720. It names brothers Francis Talia- 
ferro, deceased, and children 2 Lawrence, 3 John, 4 Mary, 5 
Elizabeth, 6 Charles, 7 Robert, 8 Zachariah, 9 Catherine, 10 Rich- 
ard, 11 William. Sons Charles, Robert, Zachariah, Richard and 
William appointed exors. 

2 Capt. Lawrence 3 Taliaferro {John, 2 Robert 1 ), sheriff of 
Essex county in 1720. November 20, 1721, Lawrence Taliaferro 
and John Battaile named as acting executors of the estate of 
John Taliaferro and Zachariah Taliaferro as discharged from the 
executorship. He married Sarah Thornton, born December 17, 
1680, daughter of Francis Thornton and Alice Savage. His will, 
dated May 7, 1726, was proved in Essex county 27 June, 1726, 
and was witnessed by T. Turner, Jno. Roy, Robt. Taliaferro. He 
gave £200 sterling and a negro girl to each of his daughters at 
marriage or eighteen years, viz: 12 Sarah (who married William 
Brooke), 13 Elizabeth, 14 Mary and 15 Alice; and to his sons, 16 
John, 350 acres at Nassaponax, 325 acres in King George county, 
a tract at the mountain. (He served as Lieut. Col. of the Spotsyl- 
vania militia, and died in 1750, leaving all his property to his 
brother Francis, except i300 current money, which he gave to 
his "sister Brooke.") 17 Francis, to whom he gave similar plan- 
tations ; 18 William, the home plantation in Essex, and also a 
tract at the mountains taken up in co-partnership with John Talia- 
ferro. (This William is spoken of as an idiot in a codicil to the 
will of his brother Francis, who provides for his support.) Law- 
rence Taliaferro made his three sons executors and appointed his 
brother, John Taliaferro, Mr. Francis Thornton, Mr. John Cat- 
lett and Mr. Anthony Thornton "to settle all differences which 
may arise between his wife and children." 

17 Francis 4 Taliaferro (Lawrence? John, 2 Robert 1 ) re- 
sided in Spotsylvania county, and in 1752 was one of the colonels 
commanding the county militia. His residence was known as 
"Epsom." He is said to have married Elizabeth Hay, but she 
was more probably a Battaile, in which family the name Hay 
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was current.* His will, dated February 23, 1756, was proved in 
Spotsylvania county, March 7, 1758. He names his deceased 
brother, John Taliaferro, father Lawrence Taliaferro, and 
uncle John Taliaferro; Richard and William Taliaferro; Eliza- 
beth and Ann Battaley — "the two daughters of my friend, Mose- 
ley Battaley" ; and the following children : 19 Anne Hay, born, 
September 7, 1731, married Richard Brooke, of Smithfield, Spot- 
sylvania county; 20 Lawrence, of "Rose Hill," Orange county, 
born December 9, 1734; 21 Hay, born March 17, 1740, of "Cheer- 
ful Hall," Orange county, married Lucy Thornton, nee Taliaferro, 
daughter of Col. William Taliaferro, and died aged 85 s. p. ; 22 
Elizabeth, born October 4, 1741, lived to be about ninety years, 
married I. Col. William Taliaferro, II. Benjamin Hume. She 
had no issue, lived at "Newington," Orange county; 23 Francis, 
born November 15, 1743, died 1815, married Miss Taliaferro, pro- 
bably a daughter of Robert, son of Robert and Sarah Catlett 
Taliaferro; 24 John, born September 30, 1745, of "Hay's" — a 
large estate in King George county. He died April 8, 1789. 

{To be continued.) 



* There was no Hay family of prominence in Essex or neighboring 
counties, while the name Hay occurs in the Battaile family at a very early 
date. John Battaile was a captain of rangers in active service against the 
Indians in 1692. He was a burgess from that county in the same year and 
again in 1696. At the time of his death he was colonel of the militia. He 
married I. Catherine Taliaferro; II. Elizabeth Smith. That his second 
wife was a daughter of Major Lawrence Smith is proved by a deed re- 
corded in Essex in 1704. He died in 1707-08, as is shown by his will, 
dated January 24, 1707-8, and recorded in Essex, February, 1707-08. The 
legatees of his will were his wife Elizabeth, his sons, John, who was under 
seven years at the time of the will; Hay, Lawrence and Nicholas, and his 
daughter Elizabeth. On account of the destruction of most of the records 
of Caroline county, where the family afterwards resided, it is difficult to 
trace Ihe descendants. Capt. Nicholas Battaile, youngest son of John Bat- 
taile, resided at "Hay" in Caroline county. He married, I. Mary Thorn- 
ton; II. Hannah Taylor, sister to Zachary Taylor, grandfather of President 
Taylor. She had a son Hay Battaile, who went to Kentucky in 1819. 



